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MASTER POTTER'S WORK FOR SALE FOR THE FIRST TIME 
OUTSIDE CHINA 
at The Mayfair Antiques & Fine Art Fair 
Thursday 10 to Sunday 13 January 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the first time outside China, a selection of tea bowls (zhan) created by master 
potter, Xu Ru Bao, has been brought to England and will be debuting on Mark J 
West's stand at The Mayfair Antiques & Fine Art Fair at the London Marriott Hotel 
Grosvenor Square,  London W1K 6JP from Thursday 10 to Sunday 13 January 2019.  
Until now, Ru Bao's work has been pre sold to his growing band of domestic 
collectors. 
 
Zhan are made from the red iron rich Fujian clay glazed with liquid iron ore and  
fired in traditional wood burning 'dragon' kilns. The firing process takes 3 to 5       
days and the kilns have to be served continuously, reaching temperatures of                     
1200° - 1300°C. The finished colours and surface are defined by their position in                              
the kiln, the temperature, the amount of resin in the pine, used as fuel, and even                        
the weather.  Only around 10% -15% of articles are considered to be of sufficient 
quality to be kept, the rest have either been damaged in the process or are broken                              
by the potter as not being of the required quality. Each Zhan is unique as no two 
items are ever the same, even though the actual shapes are of course repeated.  
 
Zhan are traditional to the Jian Yang area of Fujian Province in Eastern China and   
are known as Jian Zhan (Fujian cup). They have been treated as an art form for nearly    
1,000 years and are widely collected as well as being beautiful domestic objects.   
 
40 year old master potter Xu Ru Bao has lived and worked in Jian all his life. He only 
works with wood fired kilns and is considered one of a small group of artist potters. 

Master potter, Xu Ru Bao at the mouth of his dragon kiln.          
Ru Bao's work is for sale, for the first time outside China,                                         

at The Mayfair Antiques & Fine Art Fair 

 

 

 



                   .. 
Ru Bao specialises in flambé, hare's fur and oil spot glazes, sometimes with a tear 
drop. Each zhan is marked with Ru Bao's personal seal 'De Yu' (gift to me) and with  
a certificate from his workshop 'Gift to me from the wood fired dragon kiln'              
signifying the uniqueness of each piece. 
 
Prices of the zhan on Mark J. West's stand vary between £150 and £200. Tickets to          
the fair are £10 each on the door or in advance through Eventbrite.  
 
PRESS INFORMATION & JPEG IMAGES AVAILABLE FROM: 
Gail McGuffie PR  or IONA PR 
T: +44 (0)7885 10 33 53  T: +44 (0)7721 030 825 
E:   MGailMcG@aol.com  E:   iona@ionapr.com   
 

Notes to Editors:                                                                                                                                                         
The fair is vetted with a general dateline of 1970 for most disciplines.  
 
Event: The Mayfair Antiques & Fine Art Fair, supported by 

Wetherell and Bold & Reeves  
 
Venue:    The London Marriott Hotel Grosvenor Square,                      
    London W1K 6JP (entrance in Duke Street)  
 

Date:    Thursday 10 – Sunday 13 January 2019 
 
Opening times:   Thursday 12 noon – 9pm, Friday 11am - 6pm,   
    Saturday 11am – 6pm, Sunday 11am – 5pm  
 
Tickets & enquiries:  £10, including catalogue (and re-admission) on the door                  

    or through Eventbrite: https://tinyurl.com/ybutcyh7 
 
    The Antiques Dealers Fair Ltd 

    +44 (0)1797 252030 or info@adfl.co.uk 
 
Transport: Nearest underground station: Bond Street (Central and 

Jubilee lines)  
 

Nearest bus stops: Oxford Street 
 
Nearest off-street parking: NCP, 39-44 Adams Row,              
London W1K 2HP (congestion charge zone) 
 

    Nearest railway stations: Marylebone (1.1 miles),                      
    Paddington (1.4 miles), Charing Cross (1.5 miles),                      
    Victoria (1.7 miles), Waterloo (3.1 miles)  
     
    Nearest airports: London City Airport (40 minutes), 
Heathrow    Airport and Gatwick Airport (60 minutes)  
 
Charity:    Queen Elizabeth Scholarship Trust (QEST) (charity no.  
    1152032) www.qest.org.uk  
 
Social Media:                      Twitter & Instagram: @ADFLfairs  
 Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/AntiquesDealersFairLtd/, 

新浪微博 
 
Website:   www.mayfairfair.com      
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Signature of master potter, Xu Ru Bao 

 

A tear drop Zhan created by                
master potter, Xu Ru Bao 

 
A selection of zhan, made by master 

potter Xu Ru Bao, £150-£200 each 
from Mark J West 

 

Some of Xu Ru Bao's zhan for sale           
on Mark J West's stand 
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